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comings, as I listened to a nisi prius narrative ending with a resolution which I think must have been drawn up by a conveyancer. In the other House of Parliament a still greater reputation condescended to appear upon the human stage. Gamaliel himself [Sliaftesbury], with the broad phylacteries of faction on his forehead, called God to witness that he was ' not like other men/ and was never influenced by party motives.
But independent members of Parliament, unconnected with the Ministry, 'saw through the flimsy web, and despised the authors of the perfidious and pernicious manoeuvre.' The 'enlightened and indignant mind of England' declared itself in au unmistakable manner against the cabal, with the result which. Disraeli once more described in an inimitable passage:
There is nothing like that last Friday evening in the history of the House of Commons. We came down expecting to divide at 4 o'clock hi the morning, and I myself, with my armour buckled on, prepared to address them, perhaps, for two hours after midnight; and believe me, gentlemen, even with the consciousness of a good cause, that is no vain effort. We were all assembled. Our benches, with their serried ranks, seemed to rival those of our proud opponents, when there arose a wail of distress, but not from us. What ensued I can only liken to that mutiny of the Bengal army with which we are all so familiar. Regiment after regiment, corps after corps, general after general, all acknowledged that they could not 'march through Coventry' with Her Majesty's Opposition. Gentlemen, it was, I may say, rather like a convulsion of nature than one of the ordinary transactions of human life. I can liken it only to one of those earthquakes in Calabria or Peru, of which we sometimes read. There was a rumbling-murmur, a groan, a shriek, distant thunder; and nobody knew whether it came from the top or the bottom of the House. There was a rent, a fissure in the ground. Then a village disappeared. Then a tall tower toppled down. And then. the whole of the Opposition benches became one great dissolving view of anarchy!
Derby, who was present in the House of Commons on. that Friday, testified a few days later to tbe perfect troth, of this 4 humorous and graphic description.' ' There was no exaggeration in the colouring, for no exaggeration could be applied to that extraordinary scene.' Theassed away.1 23, was Whitsunday. would have led me to wish that nothing should interfere with an entire and perfect sympathy between us, personally and politically, in reference to public affairs.
